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The Stranger Self in the Stranger Found

We, one-in-two,
Are nameless, oh stranger, when the stranger
Discovers his own true self in a stranger. Ours
Is the might of shadows from the garden left behind.
Be gone out of your lands of night,
Concealing what you will. In haste we came
From the simultaneous setting of two abodes,
We sought our address together you and I;
Go forth to your shadow...

Mahmoud Darwish

Coexistence is a state in which two or more groups are living together while respecting
their differences and resolving their conflicts nonviolently. Each and every one of us was born
on this Earth. We were all conceived the same way, we lived in our mothers’ wombs, we were
born the same way, so why is it so difficult for us to coexist on Earth together? All of us are one.
We all fight the same wars, and we all love our countries. We all want to contribute to helping
the world become a better and more productive world. Coexistence is that which brings
individuals, communities, and/or nations away from violence and towards social organization.
This includes cfforts that aim to address past wrongs, search for justice and forgiveness,
build/rebuild communities, and explore ways for community structures and systems to represent
fuirness. justice, and equity. By coexisting, we can create a peaceful life. Each and every on of
our bodies are anatomically the same. We all have red blood, hearts, lungs, and we all have
feelings that can be hurt by those who use words and actions against us. Our skin is the same
color of many shades that is controlled by the melanocyte (a pigment cell) in your skin. In the
Image above, we are changing cach other’s pigment. You are dark, and [ am light. We still have
the same color, just different shades. We all arc one family and we need to act like a tamily. By
loving and helping one another, we can coexist in a peaceful, non racial world.



MaryGrace Pineo

[exi ogether]
Philippe Apeloig, France

If you hate a person, you hate something in him that is part of yourself. What isn't part of
ourselves doesn't disturb us... The things we see... are the same things that are within us. There is
no reality except the one contained within us. That is why so many people live such an unreal
life. They take the images outside them for reality and never allow the world within to assert
itself. You can be happy that way. But once you know the other interpretation you no longer
have the choice of following the crowd... the majority's path is an easy one, ours is difficult.

-Hermann Hesse

Coexistence. What a small word to have so much meaning--so many different definitions
hidden between the letters. Coexistence cannot exist, at least not in this day and age. For
something to exist, we must want it to exist. Most people who inhabit this world are not okay
with all the racism, terrorism and hate, but we tolerate and accept it. We let it be okay to label
other people based on petty things. We decide how people are, how they act, or how they will be
treated by the color of their skin, their sexuality, or their religion. So many people are caught up
in what they think other people should be or how they act that they forget to pay attention to
themselves. We spend so much time judging and hating each other based on simple flaws that we
leave no time to love and find good things in one another. We not only tolerate hate towards each
other, but we hate ourselves too. We pay so much attention to what is wrong with us, letting our
insccurities rule our lives. Have you ever heard a struggling student call themselves ‘stupid’ and
give up? Have you ever heard a heavyset person call themselves ‘fat’? Have you ever heard
someone of another race call them or a friend a racial slur? We need to stop tolerating things like
this, stop hating ourselves, and stop hating others. Coexistence is not something we should just
want anymore; it should be something that we need. There are so many things that we could do
cveryday to get us that much closer to coexistence.
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By: Takaaki Fujimoto
Imagine there's no countries You may say I'm a dreamer Imagine no possessions
It isn't hard to do But I'm not the only one I wonder if you can
Nothing to kill or die for I hope someday you'll join us No need for greed or hunger
And no religion too And the world will be as one A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people Imagine all the people
Living life in peace Sharing all the world

- John Lennon

Coexistence, comes from the verb coexist which means to exist together, at the same
time, or in the same place to live in peace with another or others despite differences, especially
as a matter of policy (www.webster.com). The artwork displayed in this exhibit interpreted the
word coexistence in many different ways. Many of the works of art showed biacks and whites
living together in harmony or peaceful places without war. The curator of Coexistence, Raphie
Etgar, said while talking about the exhibit, “It involves changing our lives and changing the way
we think.”

Visiting Coexistence was an experience in itself. All the artwork is very good and
speaks to the theme of coexistence. My favorite work was by Takaaki Fujimoto, a Japanese
artist. It showed one green face, with numerous eyes, ears, noses, and mouths. The eyes were
Crying and all the faces were similar. I especially liked this piece not only because of the bright
color but also because the one face is uniting all people. The tears represent sorrowful people
from all over the place; they are able to coexist together. I liked the artwork, but even more I
enjoyed the gucte accompanying it.

"Imagine all the people, living life in peace, you may say that I'm a dreamer but I'm not the
only one. I hope someday you'l join us, and the world will be as one.” - JOHN LENNON.

I can imagine the world as a better place for everyone, if we can learn to live in peace
with all mankind. Coexistence is possible... we all just have to work at it.
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Coexistence

“It was during those long and lonely years that my hunger for the freedom of my own people
became a hunger for the freedom of all people, white and black. I knew as well as I knew
anything that the oppressor must be liberated just as surely as the oppressed. A man who takes
away another man's freedom is a prisoner of hatred, he is locked behind the bars of prejudice and
narrow-mindedness.

I 'am not truly free if I am taking away someone else's freedom, just as surely as I am not free
when my freedom is taken from me. The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their
humanity... I always knew that deep down in every human heart, there is mercy and generosity.
No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his background, or his
religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for
love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.”

Nelson Mandela

This quote is an excellent example of what more people in the world should contemplate:
freedom from prejudices. It speaks of love, which is human beings’ easiest emotion. This would
help free the world from oppressors. It gives me hope. When I read this, I think about how
people in the world can be taught to love one another. Nammala Galada’s painting further
illustrates this concept. People are different, but acceptance, love, and freedom is the key to
living in a better world.

When [ think about the ideas in this painting and quote, I realize that so many people
hate others ot a different culture. The reason some would give for that hate is that other people’s
race, religion, or culture is wrong. Galada is trying to show that there is no need to hate. Narrow-
mindedness is not the answer. Love, on the other hand, is. Our goal as a world should be to
respect the differences between our cultures and accept them and leam to love.
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COEXISTENCE
-Piotr Mlodozeniec, Poland

“On the dogmas of religion, as distinguished from moral principles, all mankind, from the
beginning of the world to this day, have been quarreling, fighting, burning and torturing one
another, for abstractions unintelligible to themselves and to all others, and absolutely beyond the
comprehension of the human mind.”

-Thomas Jefferson

Coexistence is when two or more different people or groups of people learn to live
together despite their differences. The display I liked the best from the exhibit was simply the
one that said coexist. The C was made with a crescent moon, the X was made with a star and the
T was made with a cross. This example shows that although everyone believes in different
religions, we all need to learn to live together even though we are different.

The crescent moon is the symbol representing the Islamic religion. Although the
crescent moon and star predate the Islamic religion by thousands of years, it came to be part of
the religion when Muslim countries were under Ottoman rule. The crescent moon in this picture
represents one of the many religions in the world that is misunderstood.

The star is the star of David, which represents the Jewish religion. The star stands for
many different parts of the religion, but most strongly represents the number seven. The number
seven in Judaism stands for the six days of creation plus the seventh day of rest, the six working
days in the week plus Shabbat, the Seven Spirits of God, as well as for the Menorah. The star of
David represents yet another religion that people need to learn to understand, even if it is
different from their own.

The cross represents the Christian faith. It stands for Jesus dying on the cross for the
sins of His people. According to the Bible, Jesus came to earth in the form of a man and got
crucified even though He didn’t do anything wrong. It is the biggest symbol in the Christian
faith. In many parts of the world, Christianity is misunderstood and misinterpreted.

There are hundreds of religions out there, and many times people from each reli gion do
not like the others, but really we all need to learn to get along. All religions are essentially the
same, but we often disagree and fight over our beliefs. If we make a better attempt to understand
cach other, the world would be a better place. That is the point the exhibit is rying to get across,
Not only do we need to learn to tolerate other religions besides our own, we need to learn o
tolerate everything in every aspect of our lives. Religion, race, sex, personality, anything. That
is what coexistence means to me.



Sam Jurgena

-Jose Rementeria

We travel together, passengers on a little space ship, dependent on its vulnerable reserves of air
and soil; all committed for our safety to its security and peace; preserved from annihilation only
by the care, the work, and, I will say, the love we give our fragile craft.

Adlai Stevenson

This art work by Jose Rementeria is a simple and somewhat humorous message, yet it is
lost on many because it is not obvious. What this artwork means to me is that we are all peas in
the same pod; we are all in this together. It does not matter what kind of bean we are; it does not
matter what color or flavor or shape or size we are; we are essentially the same. In the
beginning, before war and religion and racism, we coexisted without trouble or controversy. We
saw no differences between us. Today, there still isn’t any difference but thousands and
thousands of years of being told that difference is bad has left its mark on the human race,
making us sec only physical characteristics and not any deeper. Rementeria’s art work is not a
call to action. It is the truth and that causes many to make their own call to action. That is what

makes this such a moving picce of artwork.






